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PICE Qatar Chapter hold its 12th                            

General Assembly 

T 
he Philippine Institute of 
Civil Engineers – Qatar 
Chapter hold its 12th               
General Assembly last               

November 30, 2018, at City Centre 
Rotana Doha Hotel in West Bay, Doha, 
the State of Qatar with the theme 
“Civil Engineers at the Forefront of a 
Progressive and Challenging World”. 
The event was graced by Hon.                 
Benjamin A. Celedio, Third Secretary 
and Vice Consul - Philippine Embassy 
in Doha in behalf of the Philippine  
Ambassador to the State of Qatar, 
Hon. Alan L. Timbayan. The                    
Professional Regulatory Board for Civil 
Engineer member, Dr. Romeo A.            
Estañero Sr. was also present in the 
event to conduct the oath-taking of 
the new civil engineers. He was               
accompanied by his daughter, Ms. 
Maria Cecilia Estañero - Fontanilla on 
their journey from Manila to Doha. 
Also, in attendance was the Philippine 
Professional Organization - Qatar 
Chairman, Mr. Jehmar R. Tabili. 

The programme for the 12th General 
Assembly mainly features the election 
of 2019 Board of Directors and Oath-
taking of the new civil engineers. In 
addition, ratification of the                  
amendments to the 2017                   
Constitution and By-Laws by the              
general membership, financial                   

reporting for the fiscal year by the 
chapter treasurer, and the                   
presentation of 2018 accomplishment 
report by the chapter president as 
well as oath-taking of new PICE Qatar 
Members, awarding of certificates to 
new Life Members and Specialists 
were also highlights of the event that 
was attended by 338 active PICE          
Qatar Members together with their 
friends and families. 

Philippine Ambassador to Doha, Hon. 
Alan L. Timbayan in his speech                
delivered by Hon. Benjamin A. 
Celedio, extends his gratitude towards 
the organization for yet another           
productive year of great service to its 
members. He extolled every member 
to let the accomplishments of this 
year serves as an inspiration to the 
new leadership to continue to strive 
for excellence. He added that this 
year’s theme “Civil Engineers at the                  
Forefront of a Progressive and               
Challenging World” shows the               
important role of civil engineering on 
bringing progress and development to 
many countries. 

PRCs’ Professional Regulatory Board 
for Civil Engineering member, Dr.  
Estañero initiate the Oath-taking of 
the new civil engineers who                    
successfully passed the August 2018 
Special Professional Licensure             
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PICE Qatar Members during the 12th General Assembly, November 30, 2018 at Almas Grand Ballroom in 
Rotana City Centre  

Examination (SPLE) in the Middle 
East and Singapore lead by top             
placer, Engr. Earl Joseph Abayon 
who delivered his inspiring message 
to the attendees. Dr. Estañero for 
his part, focused his speech on the           
Continuing Professional Development 
(CPD) issues. 

The election for the 2019 PICE Qatar 
Board of Directors highlighted the 
12th General Assembly wherein the 
general membership elected from 
among the 23 candidates, the top 15 
officers and committee chairmen 
that will lead the organization in the  
coming year (see related story at 
page 4).    

The proclamation was followed by 
the acceptance speech of the 2019  
President-Elect, Engr. Helario             
Amoguis and the closing remark of 
the incumbent 2nd Vice President, 
Engr. Alfonso Belito C. Betita. The 
event ended with a raffle draw with               
exciting prizes for all the attendees.  

Photo Courtesy of Aldrin C. Barde  
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Civil Engineers at the Forefront of a 

Progressive and Challenging World   

OPINION 

T 
he Almas Grand            
Ballroom in Rotana City 
Centre is at full house as 

PICE Qatar Chapter holds its 
12th General Assembly,            
election of officers, oath-taking 
of new civil engineers and 
oath-taking of new members 
last November 30, 2018.     

It was indeed a display of 
force, camaraderie,               
friendship, cooperation and 
support to the chapter as 338 
members plus guests and  
family members showed up in 
the event either to cast their 
votes or just witness the            
passing of the torch to the new 
batch of leaders that will reign 
the chapter in the next twelve 
months.       

This event is just one of the 
many where members show up 
in hoards either to learn or 
support the chapter in its      
undertaking or projects that 
are held for the benefit of the 
civil engineering profession and 
those who are actively                    
practicing it. 

One may say that 338 is  
merely a small percentage of 
the 3,365 strong PICE Qatar or 
roughly 10 percent only, but 
that percentage of attendees is 
hardly difficult to get                   
nowadays. For instance, while 
the total number of registered 
civil engineers in the                  
Philippines now climbs roughly 
at 160,000 in numbers, those 
who are attending the PICE 
National Convention which is a 
major event is only around 
15,000 at the most –                 
equivalent to roughly 9 percent 
only. And with that 15,000 in 
attendance, logistics of the 
event and the selection of the 
venue is already a challenge 
for the organizer. 

For PICE Qatar Chapter, the 
number of actual attendees in 
the recent events is already 
proofs of resounding success. 
Would this be an indication 
that the members support to 
the organization is not winding 
down?  

PICE Qatar in its 12 years of 
existence has done the                     
impossible to achieve          
success by bringing                       
unparalleled services to its 
members and clearly, this 
couldn’t have been done              
without the members’ support, 
love and effort. Nevertheless, if 
each member will only be true 
to his oath to the chapter and 
be active in its every effort to 
reach its objectives, then we 
can bring more success to our 
profession and the                
organization. Right there and 
then, with great pride and   
confidence, we accept the            
challenge and   rightfully claim 
that we, Civil Engineers are at 
the Forefront of Progressive 
and Challenging World.       
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THE PRESIDENT’S LOUNGE 

W 
e are now in the month 
of  November.  One (1) 
month more to go and 
my term as President of 

PICE Qatar will expire.  But before my 
term ends, allow me to report to you 
the activities we held for November 
2018. The following are the                 
accomplishments of PICE Qatar  
Chapter for the month of November 
2018, to wit: 

A. On November 9, 2018, the SPECS 
Committee Chaired by Engr.          
Jeffrey Cimagala conducted the 
2nd Math Wizard Contest at Oryx 
Rotana Hotel. The event was   
participated by the two (2)            
Philippine schools namely:           
Philippine International School 
Qatar (PISQ) and Philippine 
School Doha (PSD) with               
twenty-nine (29) teams. PISQ 
won the 2nd Math Wizard          
Contest. 

B. On November 9 and 16, 2018, the 
COCPA/CPD Team conducted the 
BIM Seminars for Module 1 and 2 
headed by its Chairmen, Engr. 
Loraine Radan and Engr. Ausford 
Acera.  Engr. Anthony Patino was 
the resource speaker for the said 
seminar. 

C. On November 18, 2018, the COPI 
Team published and released the 
October 2018 Newsletter of the 
PICE Qatar.  Again, in behalf of 
PICE Qatar, we would like to take 
our hats off to the PICE Qatar 
Newsletter Team for a job well 
done!  The PICE Qatar Newsletter 
Team is headed by its tireless  
Editor-in-Chief Engr. Alfonso    
Belito Betita under the                       
supervision of COPI Chairman 
Engr. Elenie Nicomedes. 

D. The Committee on Membership 
(COME) chaired by Engr. Rolan  
Nevado held its Wednesdays Meet
-Ups and Sundays Meet-Ups to        
assist PICE Qatar members.  Last 
November 30, 2018, during the 
12th General Assembly, more than 
187 new members took their Oath 
as regular and associate members 
of PICE Qatar Chapter.  

E. The Committee on Honors and  
Special Professional Licensure 
Board Examinations (COHOPLE) 
Team led by Engr. Bernard De 
Vera continued the conduct of the 

review course which is held every 
Fridays at Oryx Rotana Hotel.  
More or less forty-six (46)              
reviewees attends the course.  
During the 12th General                    
Assembly, twenty one (21) SPLE 
passers finally took their Oath             
before Dr. Romeo Estañero, a  
member of PRC Board of Civil          
Engineers.  That same night, they 
received their PRC License Cards 
and Certificates. 

F. Last November 27, 2018 the             
Committee on PICE Qatar Affairs 
Chair Engr. Emmanuel German 
Boceta together with Engr. Marvin 
Sison, Sec. Elvin Fajutagana and 
yours truly had a meeting Mr.                
Mohamed Hassona QBG                
representative to discuss the Tree 
planting activity in cooperation 
with Qur'anic Botanic Garden 
which will be held on Dec. 14, 
2018 at the  Qatar Foundation. 
The meeting ‘s discussion focused 
on the following topics such as the 
design of shirts for the event,  
location of the tree planting site 
for PICE Qatar, the flow of the 
program for the event, the    
number of participants and 
snacks.  

G. On November 30, 2018, the              
Major Events Ad hoc (MEA)   
Committee Overall Chaired by 
Engr. Sheila Medel successfully 
conducted the 12th General           
Assembly, Election of 2019 Board 
of Directors and Oath-taking of 
the new Civil Engineers at the City 
Center Rotana Hotel. The General 
Assembly was attended more or 
less 370 participants.  In behalf of 
PICE Qatar, we extend our          
sincerest thanks to all the               
members who participated in the 
big event. 

H. On the same date as part of             
General Assembly November 30, 
2018, the NOMELEC Chaired by 
IPP Engr. Allen Nacario finally              
conducted the election                       
proceedings for the 2019 Board of 
Directors for the PICE Qatar 
Chapter.  312 votes were cast and 
out of this, 20 ballots were               
invalidated for not following the 
NOMELEC rules on the election of 
BOD.  The following were voted as 
2019 BOD: President-elect Engr. 
Helario Amoguis, 1st Vice              
President-elect Engr. Sheila 

Medel, 2nd Vice President-elect 
Engr. Elvin Fajutagana, Secretary-
elect Engr. Alfonso Belito Betita, 
Treasurer-elect Engr. Rolan     
Nevado, Auditor-elect Engr. Emil 
Manalo, Business Manager-elect 
Engr. Mark Anthony Abendan, 
Press Relations Officer-elect Engr. 
Belinda Dela Cruz, Sergeant-At-
Arms–elect Engr. Maria Michelle 
Revillosa, and the                  
Chairmen-elect are: Engr. Loraine 
Radan, Engr. Newcesar                
Templonuevo, Engr. Emmanuel 
German Boceta, Engr. Jerick             
Lising, Engr. Bernard De Vera, 
Engr. Rogel Banal. 

I. On November 29, 2018, the Ad 
hoc Committee on International 
Award headed by Engr. Alfonso  
Belito Betita submitted PICE 
Qatar’s entry for the Best                 
Celebrated Civil Engineering 
Month 2018 Competition to the 
PICE National Chapter thru the 
help of Engr. Luisito Carlos.  The 
result will be announced during 
the celebration of the Founding 
Anniversary and Christmas Party 
of PICE National at Hilton Manila 
on December 8, 2018. 

J. November 30, 2018, the COWME 
team led by Engr. Newcesar              
Templonuevo successfully       
designed and released a 12th 
General Assembly                           
commemorative shirt. 

Again, I am proud to report the 
above—mentioned accomplishments 
as these are our proofs in receiving 
the awards PICE Qatar was conferred 
to. Moreover, these are all                         
testaments to the unwavering support 
given to PICE Qatar Chapter by its 
members and officers.  As always, I 
am extending my warm and sincerest 
appreciation for all the support      
extended. Congratulations and thank 
you to each and every one for a job 
well done!  I once again look forward 
to a very productive December 2018 
with your continuous support and    
active participation.  See you once 
again in all the activities of PICE      
Qatar Chapter! 

Aileen Abejero-Buenaflor 
CEng, ASEAN Eng. 

1st Female President of PICE Qatar Chapter 

Message from the President 



 

 

 

PICE QATAR UPDATES 

P 
ICE Qatar Chapter                 

successfully hold its 12th 

General Assembly,              

Election of 2019 Board of Directors 

and Oath-taking of New Civil             

Engineers last November 30, 2018 

at the City Centre Rotana, West 

Bay, Doha. The momentous event 

was attended by 338             

members plus guests, family     

members, and sponsors. 

One of the highlights of the night 

was the election of the 2019 Board 

of Directors and Committee Chairs. 

Effectively organized by the              

Nominations and Elections              

Committee (NOMELEC), below is 

the list of the winning 2019 Board 

of Directors and Committee Chairs: 

2019 Board of Directors-Elect 

President-Elect: Engr. Helario S. 
Amoguis 

1st Vice President-Elect: Engr. 
Sheila L. Medel 

2nd Vice President-Elect: Engr. 
Elvin D. Fajutagana 

Secretary-Elect: Engr. Alfonso           
Belito C. Betita 

Treasurer-Elect: Engr. Rolan E.  
Nevado 

Auditor-Elect: Engr. Emilio M. 
Manalo 

Business Manager-Elect: Engr. 
Mark Anthony P. Abendan 

Public Relations Officer–Elect: 
Engr. Belinda E. Dela Cruz 

Sergeant-at-Arms-Elect: Engr.              
Maria Michelle A. Revillosa 

Committee Chairmen-Elect 

Engr. Loraine C. Radan 

Engr. Newcesar T. Templonuevo 

Engr. Emmanuel German V. Boceta 

Engr. Jerick A. Lising 

Engr. Bernard Y. De Vera 

Engr. Rogel B. Banal 

The Board of Directors shall serve 

for a term of one (1) year. The 

term of the newly elected BOD 

shall commence at 12:01 a.m. of 

January 1, 2019 and end on               

December 31 at midnight of the 

same year. 
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PICE Qatar elects 2019 Board of Directors 
John Cromwell Esclanda  

T 
he Committee on Publications 
and Information (COPI) will 
be conducting a seminar /              

workshop to the newsletter’s              
editorial staff scheduled on January 
11, 2019. This seminar/workshop is 
a brainchild of the incumbent 2nd 
Vice President and former chairman 
of the committee, Engr. Alfonso   
Belito C. Betita.  

The event will be organized by the 
next year’s committee chairman-
elect Engr. Jerick A. Lising. The               
objectives of the activity are: first is 
to introduce the new set of editorial 
staff of PICE Qatar Newsletter to 
the committee; second is to provide 
pointers on the basics of journalism 
with the help of the competent 
newsletter's editors; and  lastly, to 
help staffs develop their skills in 
news writing, editorial writing and 
feature writing. 

Interested members may become 
an editorial staff of the official                   
publication of PICE Qatar, the “PICE 
Qatar Newsletter” (Best                        
International Newsletter awardee FY 
2017 and 2018 as recognized by 
PICE National) by contacting the 
committee chairman-elect  and             
signifying their intent to join. You 
may call +974 3366 9491. 

Journalism Seminar/

Workshop scheduled 

on January 11, 2019 
Jerick Lising 

D 
uring the 12th PICE Qatar 
General Assembly which 
was held on November 30, 

2018 at City Centre Rotana, Doha, 
Qatar, oath of membership of the 
newly registered chapter members 
and Oath-taking of the new Civil 
Engineers were conducted. 

At the early part of the program, 
newly registered chapter members 
took oath of membership in PICE 
Qatar which was led by Committee 
on Membership (COME) Chairman 
Rolan Nevado. The new members 
were then encouraged to actively 
support PICE Qatar Chapter events 
and activities.  

In the second part of the program, 
Oath-taking ceremony was started 
with a processional march of the 
21 successful examinees in the  
August 2018 Special Professional 
Licensure Examination (SPLE) for 
Civil Engineering. The official list of  
successful examinees was released 
on October 11, 2018. Committee 
on Honors and Professional                
Licensure Examinations (COHOPLE) 
Chairman Bernard De Vera                  
facilitated the introduction of the 
new Civil Engineers.  

Dr. Romeo A. Estañero Sr., a 
member of Professional                  
Regulation Commission (PRC) 
Board of Civil Engineering,             
administered the oath of               
professionals, awarding of board 
registration certificates, and              
issuance of PRC identification cards 
to the new Civil Engineers. 

The top three placers in SPLE for 
Civil Engineering Qatar have been 
recognized and awarded in the 
Oath-taking ceremony. The top 
three placers are as follows: Earl 
Joseph Abayon (1st Placer), Airebie 
Joy Supan (2nd Placer), and Janice 
Ramilo (3rd Placer). This was                
followed by a message from the 
top placer, Engr. Earl Joseph 
Abayon, one of the PICE Qatar            
reviewees and a graduate of the 
University of San Carlos in          
Cebu City, Philippines.  

The Oath-taking ceremony for the 
new Civil Engineers was concluded 
by the awarding of plaque of               
appreciation to Dr. Romeo            
Estañero Sr. for his continuous 
support to PICE Qatar. 

Oath-taking of New Civil Engineers 

and New PICE Qatar Members held  
John Cromwell Esclanda  
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P 
ICE Qatar’s annual year end 
celebration is eyed on           
December 20, 2018 in a              

venue that is yet to be announced 
pending the finalization of the plan. 
Hotels and Beach locations in Doha 

and Dukhan respectively is being 
considered as possible venue. 

The Board of Directors has               
extended the invitation for the said 
party to all the active members of 

the PICE Qatar Chapter including 
their family members. An                 
exchange gift between participants 
are included in the program where 
in gifts amounting to QAR 100.00 
QAR for adults and QAR 50.00 for 
children are announced. 

Engr. Belinda Dela Cruz, outgoing 
Sgt.-At-Arms and Chairman of the 
Committee on Sports, Leisure and 
Recreation was given the honor to 
plan the event.    

PICE QATAR UPDATES 
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A 
t its 11th month, PICE Qatar 
EXECOMM again displayed 
commitment, stand united 

and strong as it conduct its regular 
meeting at Oryx Rotana Hotel, Old 
Airport, Doha, Qatar last November 
2, 2018. 

The meeting was chaired by the 
President, Aileen A. Buenaflor and 
attended by 1VP Sheila L. Medel, 
2VP Alfonso Belito C. Betita,          
Secretary Elvin D. Fajutagana, 
Treasurer Ma. Michelle A. Revillosa, 
Auditor Emilio M. Manalo, Business 
Manager Felipe D. Catinoy,           
Sergeant-at-Arms Belinda E. Dela 
Cruz, COME Chairman Rolan E.  
Nevado, COWME Chairman                 
Newcesar T. Templonuevo, COPA & 
COLSA Chairman Emmanuel              
German V. Boceta, COHOPLE 
Chairman Bernard Y. De Vera, 
COCPA Chairman Loraine C. Radan 
and COPI Chairman Elenie E.              

Nicomedes.  The Immediate Past 
President Allen L. Nacario was also 
present and the members of the 
Council of Advisers, namely    
Founding President Roy L.              
Baquiran, Past Presidents,             
Frederick M. Garcia, Geraldo T.  
Managuelod, Noel T. Jumawan, and 
Rolando B. Nilo. Several 2019 
Board of Director candidates were 
invited as guests to the conduct of 
the EXECOMM meeting.   

The meeting deliberated on the  
reports of the constitutional                
committees, administrative,  
standing committees, and ad hoc 
committees. 

The key highlights of the discussion 
include the successfully completed 
Construction and Project               
Management Symposium, 3rd 
ASEAN Engineer Conferment and 
Fellowship Night; the upcoming 

2nd Math Whiz Contest; the 12th 
General Assembly, Election of 2019 
Board of Directors and Oath-taking 
of New Civil Engineers. 

The EXECOMM was also  exultant 
about the accolade in  various PICE 
National International Chapter 
Awards: Most Outstanding Chapter 
2018; Most Outstanding                   
Community Project 2018; and Most 
Outstanding Newsletter 2018. PICE 
Qatar won the back-to-back 
awards for best community project 
and best newsletter for the               
international chapter category.  
PICE Qatar will receive a total cash 
prize of PhP 55,000 and the Board 
has yet to decide to which project 
it will be allocated.  

The meeting lasted almost 5 hours 
which was adjourned by the               
President at exactly 12:58 P.M. on 
the same day. 

11th PICE QATAR EXECOMM REGULAR MEETING 
Oryx Rotana Hotel, Old Airport, Doha, Qatar 

Elvin Fajutagana 

PICE Qatar’s Year End Party 

Eyed on December 20, 2018 
Alfonso Betita 



 

 

T 
he first and Second module 
of the seminar/workshop on  
Building Information               

Modeling (BIM) using Autodesk® 
Revit® Software for Civil Engineers 
were completed  on November 16 
and 23 at the Warwick Hotel.  This               
seminar is divided in four                 
installments with the remaining 
modules set on December 7 and 
14, 2018.  

This seminar is part of the CPD 
program for 2018 and was given a 
total of  22 CPD credit units broken 
down as follows: Module 1 = 7 CPD 
Units; Module 2 = 7 CPD Units and 

Module 3 & 4 = 8 Credit Units.  
Engr. Anthony Patino is the       
resource speaker for this              
seminar which has 20 members of 
the organization attending. 

PICE Qatar’s CoCPA team           
supervised the seminar/workshop  
together with the Committee on 
CPD Program Accreditation.             
Monitors assigned to this seminar 
are Engr. Meliton Rizal for Module 
1, Engr. Roy Baquiran for Module 
2, and Engr. Aurora Asda for              
Module 3 and 4. 

Seminar/Workshop on Building Information           

Modeling (BIM) using Autodesk® Revit®                 

Software for Civil Engineers is on 
Russel Flores 

PICE QATAR UPDATES 

T 
wenty one Life Members and 
four Specialist Members of 
PICE Qatar Chapter were 

recognized and awarded their              
respective certificates and ID’s  
during the 12th PICE Qatar General 

Assembly, Election of 2019 Board 
of Directors, and Oath-taking of 
New Members and SPLE Board 
Passers, Members held at City  
Centre Rotana Hotel, Doha, State 
of Qatar on November 30, 2018. 

The following members  who were 
awarded the Life Member (LM)  
status include: Engr. Aldrin B. Sali, 
Engr. Julkipli B. Palampisi, Engr. 
Raymund F. Suralta, Engr. Melson 
C. Cabanilla, Engr. Renato A. 
Torres, Engr. Richard A. Brebonia, 
Engr. Romel M. Bumagat, Engr. 
Romeo E. Dominisac, Engr. Vicente 
V. Cariño, Engr. James Karl B. 
Burce, Engr. Jaqueline B.               
Bongcayao, Engr. Cyr L. Tablizo, 
Engr. Constante C. Vea Jr., Engr. 
Benigno B. Bantugon, Engr. 
Amadeo A. Lavarias, Engr. Aldin T. 
Asaali,  Engr. Maria Victoria C.        
Reodique, Engr. Vicente M.                 
Timonan Jr., Engr. Joseph Marius 
R. Macaraig, Engr. Victoriano P. 
Bago Jr., and Engr. Winstom C.            
Tidalgo. 

The following members were              
elevated as Specialists on Project 
Management and Construction 
(PMCE), namely: Engr. Roland L. 
Mamoyac (PMCE 487), Engr. 
Wilfredo M.  Ligason (PMCE 508), 
and Engr. Aphan M. Badidil (PMCE 
509). 

The lone PICE Qatar member and 
first in Qatar to be awarded as  
Water Engineering (WE) Specialist 
Member was Engr. Henrik Gal M. 
De Ocampo (WE 93). 
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Twenty one Life Members and four Specialist Members of PICE Qatar 

Chapter were recognized and awarded  Emmanuel Boceta 

Life Members and Specialist Members as they received the recognition during the 12th General Assembly 
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T 
he Committee on Continuing 
Professional Advancement 
(COCPA), chaired by Engr. 

Loraine Radan, announced the 2-
Day Seminar on Microtunneling and 
Material Mix Design with actual   
laboratory workshop on testing and 
procedures on December 7 and 14, 
2018 at Warwick Doha Hotel,              
Doha, State of Qatar and Arab 
Center for Engineering Studies 
(ACES) Laboratory. This seminar is 
the last of this year’s CPD                     
accredited program and is a joint 
undertaking between PICE Qatar 
and Filipino Material Engineers’                   
Association (FAME).  

The first day of the event will focus 
on the lecture of materials mix             
designs of asphalt, Portland           
cement, and soil having Engr.          
Edgar F. Domingcil as resource 
speaker, while Engr. Alfonso Belito 
C. Betita will take on the                       
microtunnelling topic. For the            
second day of the event, Engr. 

Ruel N. Reyes will conduct the          
actual laboratory workshop on  
testing and procedures at ACES 
Laboratory.  

The seminar’s objective is to       
enhance the knowledge of the           
participants on material mix design 
with the help of performing actual 
laboratory procedures and to give 
information about the                    
micro-tunnelling method.                   
Furthermore, the program was  
accredited by the Professional           
Regulation Commission (PRC) CPD 
Council and had been granted by 8 
CPD credit units. The CPD units are 
necessary for Filipino professionals 
to renew their Professional IDs and 
among the requirement for the  
application to engineering                
registries such as AER, APEC, and 
ACPE. 

P 
ICE Qatar, through its                
International Chapter Awards 
Committee, sent its entry to 

the Best Celebrated Civil                      
Engineering Month Competition 
2018 by PICE National last            
November 27, 2018, in time for the 
November 29 deadline for entry 
submission and consequent    
awarding on December 8, 2018, 
during the PICE Anniversary. This 
is pursuant to PICE Circular No. 
2018-14 dated August 22, 2018, 
and other Notices sent to the  
chapter by Engr. April Frances  
Agatha G. Flores, National          
Secretary and Chair – Chapter 
Awards Committee 2018.         

The celebration of Civil Engineering 
Month in November of every year 
in the Philippines was declared by 
former President Benigno S. Aquino 
III, under Proclamation No. 904 on 
the 5th day of November 2014. 
This is to bring to the attention and                 
consciousness of the Filipino people 

the importance of civil engineers in 
nation building.  

Activities relating to the                      
propagation and promotion of the 
civil engineering profession are 
held by the participating PICE 
Chapters. For the mentioned 
awards, those activities held from 
November 3, 2017, to November 
30, 2018, is eligible for inclusion 
through activities carried-out              
specifically for the month of                 
November 2018 carries more 
weight in the selection. These          
activities are inclusive of sports 
tournament, motorcades, courtesy 
calls to mayors or congressman, TV 
or Radio Interviews, thanksgiving 
mass, streamers set up in different 
strategic locations, news releases 
on activities of the chapter during 
the month and delegation to the 
2018 National Convention. 

Winners are take home the           
following:  

1st Prize:  Plaque + P 20,000.00 
Cash 

2nd Prize: Plaque + P 15,000.00 
Cash   

3rd Prize: Plaque + P 10,000.00 
Cash           

PICE Qatar Sends Entry for Best 

Celebrated Civil Engineering Month 
Alfonso Betita 
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Microtunneling, and Material 

Mix Design Seminar Scheduled 
Jerick Lising 
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TECHNICAL SECTION           

For those who have read our 
Chapter’s constitution and bylaws 
(CBL), have you noticed that the CBL 
is referring to an external manual of 
parliamentary procedures – the 
Robert’s Rules of Order? Why do we 
need to use such a manual? Are 
Robert’s Rules applicable only for the 
conduct of meetings? 

These are a few of the questions that 
we will try to answer in this white 
paper. With the onset of the effectivity 
of the latest amended CBL of the 
Chapter by the next year 2019, let us 
take a brief look and attempt to 
understand the basics of the 
Parliamentary Procedures according to 
Robert’s Rules of Order.  

Introduction 

Wikipedia describes Robert’s Rules of 
Order as the most widely used manual 
for parliamentary procedure in the 
United States and in most parts of the 
world. Although there are many 
guides and reading materials 
regarding parliamentary procedures, 
Robert’s Rules have been adopted as 
the parliamentary authority by a 
diverse range of organizations 
including professional associations.  

Some terms, as explained by Robert’s 
Rules for Dummies by C. Alan 
Jennings (2004) are as follows: 

• Parliamentary procedure refers to 
the practices used in meetings to 
keep things orderly and give 
everybody a fair chance to be heard.  

• Robert’s Rules is generally regarded 
as the codification (or systematic 
arrangement) of these procedures. 

Short History 

In the official website of the Robert’s 
Rules of Order, tells of the short 
history of this parliamentary manual. 

“Henry Martyn Robert was an 
engineering officer in the regular 
Army. Without warning, he was asked 
to preside over a public meeting being 
held in a church in his community and 
realized that he did not know how. He 
tried anyway and his embarrassment 
was supreme. This event, which may 
seem familiar to many readers, left 
him determined never to attend 
another meeting until he knew 
something of parliamentary law. 

Ultimately, he discovered and studied 
the few books then available on the 
subject. From time to time, due to his 
military duties, he was transferred to 
various parts of the United States, 
where he found virtual parliamentary 
anarchy since each member from a 
different part of the country had 
differing ideas of correct procedure. 
To bring order out of chaos, he 

decided to write Robert's Rules of 
Order, as it came to be called.” 

From then on, the official editions of 
this parliamentary manual were 
published and significantly edited to 
suit the changing times. The 11th 
Edition includes a new subsection on 
electronic meetings and recognized 
that notice may be sent by electronic 
communication such as e-mail.  

Basic Elements 

Here are the basic elements of 
Robert's Rules, used by most 
organizations: 

1. Motion: To introduce a new piece 
of business or propose a decision or 
action, a motion must be made by a 
group member ("I move that......") A 
second motion must then also be 
made (raise your hand and say, "I 
second it.") After limited discussion 
the group then votes on the motion. A 
majority vote is required for the 
motion to pass (or quorum as 
specified in your bylaws.) 

2. Postpone Indefinitely: This tactic 
is used to kill a motion. When passed, 
the motion cannot be reintroduced at 
that meeting. It may be brought up 
again at a later date. This is made as 
a motion ("I move to postpone 
indefinitely..."). A second is required. 
A majority vote is required to 
postpone the motion under 
consideration. 

3. Amend: This is the process used to 
change a motion under consideration. 
Perhaps you like the idea proposed 
but not exactly as offered. Raise your 
hand and make the following motion: 
"I move to amend the motion on the 
floor." This also requires a second. 
After the motion to amend is 
seconded, a majority vote is needed 
to decide whether the amendment is 
accepted. Then a vote is taken on the 
amended motion. In some 
organizations, a "friendly amendment" 
is made. If the person who made the 
original motion agrees with the 
suggested changes, the amended 
motion may be voted on without a 
separate vote to approve the 
amendment. 

4. Commit: This is used to place a 
motion in committee. It requires a 
second. A majority vote must rule to 
carry it. At the next meeting the 
committee is required to prepare a 
report on the motion committed. If an 
appropriate committee exists, the 
motion goes to that committee. If not, 
a new committee is established. 

5. Question: To end a debate 
immediately, the question is called 
(say "I call the question") and needs a 
second. A vote is held immediately 

(no further discussion is allowed). A 
two-thirds vote is required for 
passage. If it is passed, the motion on 
the floor is voted on immediately.  

6. Table: To table a discussion is to 
lay aside the business at hand in such 
a manner that it will be considered 
later in the meeting or at another time 
("I make a motion to table this 
discussion until the next meeting. In 
the meantime, we will get more 
information so we can better discuss 
the issue.") A second is needed and a 
majority vote required to table the 
item being discussed. 

7. Adjourn: A motion is made to end 
the meeting. A second motion is 
required. A majority vote is then 
required for the meeting to be 
adjourned (ended). 

Note: If more than one motion is 
proposed, the most recent takes 
precedence over the ones preceding 
it. For example if #6, a motion to 
table the discussion, is proposed, it 
must be voted on before #3, a motion 
to amend, can be decided. 

In a smaller meeting, like a committee 
or board meeting, often only four 
motions are used: 

• To introduce (motion.) 

• To change a motion (amend.) 

• To adopt (accept a report without 
discussion.) 

• To adjourn (end the meeting.) 

Remember, these processes are 
designed to ensure that everyone has 
a chance to participate and to share 
ideas in an orderly manner. 
Parliamentary procedure should not 
be used to prevent discussion of 
important issues. 

Interpreting Bylaws 

Aside from the proper conduct of 
meetings, Robert’s Rules provide 
guidelines on how to properly 
interpret bylaws. The following 
excerpts are taken from the reference 
book – Robert’s Rules for Dummies by 
C. Alan Jennings regarding some 
principles of interpretation to help 
resolve any ambiguous provisions of 
particular bylaws. These principles are 
listed and discussed here in the 
context of bylaws, but the principles 
apply to other rules, too. 

• Bylaws are subject to interpretation 
only when ambiguity arises. If the 
meaning is clear, not even a 
unanimous vote can impute to them 
a different meaning. In other words, 
if you want a bylaw to have a 
different meaning, then you have to 
amend it. 

• When bylaws are subject to 
interpretation, no interpretation can 
be made that creates a conflict with 
another bylaw. You’re also obligated 
to take into account the original 
intent of the bylaw if it can be 

A BRIEF INTRODUCTION TO PARLIAMENTARY 

PROCEDURES AND THE ROBERT’S RULE OF ORDER 
by Engr. Alden P. Cayaga 
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ascertained. 

• If a provision of the bylaws has two 
reasonable interpretations, but one 
interpretation makes another bylaw 
absurd or impossible to reconcile 
and the other interpretation doesn’t, 
then you have to go with the one 
that doesn’t have a negative effect 
on existing bylaws. 

• A more specific rule takes control 
when you have a conflict between 
the specific rule and a more general 
rule. For example, if your bylaws 
say that no relatives are permitted 
at meetings and another individual 
bylaw says that you can bring your 
spouse to the annual meeting and 
barn dance, then be prepared to buy 
your spouse a new dress or a new 
tie before the festivities begin. 

• When bylaws authorize specific 
things in the same class, other 
things of the same class are not 
permitted. For example, if your 
bylaws allow members to enter cats, 
dogs, hamsters, and ferrets in the 
annual pet parade, then elephants 
are off-limits. 

• When a bylaw authorizes a specific 
privilege, no privilege greater than 
the one that’s authorized is 
permitted. For example, if your 
bylaws say that your board can 
provide refreshments for the 
members at meetings, that doesn’t 
mean the board can host a banquet 
at the Ritz. 

• If a bylaw prohibits something, then 
everything beyond that which is 
prohibited (or limited) is also 
prohibited. However, other things 
not expressly prohibited or not as 
far-reaching as the prohibition are 
still permitted. For example, if your 
bylaws say that you can’t throw 
rotten fruit at your president during 
a meeting, then you 
probably can get away with 
catapulting a spoonful of fresh 
stewed tomatoes in his direction. 

• If a bylaw prescribes a specific 
penalty, the penalty can’t be 
increased or decreased except by 
amending the bylaws. For example, 
if you say a member shall be 
expelled for speaking ill of the Grand 
Mazonka, then a member who calls 
the GM a louse must be expelled but 

you can’t kick him on the backside 
as he heads for the exit. 

• If a bylaw uses a general term and 
then establishes specific terms that 
are completely included in the 
general term, then a rule that’s 
applicable to the general term 
applies to all the specific terms. For 
example, if your bylaws define a 
class of membership as Royal 
Pains and that class includes Hot 
Shots and Know-It-Alls, then a rule 
applying to Royal Pains applies to 
both the Hot Shots and the Know-It-
Alls, as well. 
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• A-B-C's of Parliamentary Procedure. Co, 

Channing L. Bete, 1998 

• Parliamentary Procedure at a Glance by O. 
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Eleventh Edition, 2011 

• Robert’s Rules of Order, Newly Revised, In 

Brief, Thomas J. Balch, 2004  

• Robert’s Rules for Dummies, C. Alan Jennings, 

2004 

• http://www.robertsrules.com/ 

POINT OF VIEW 

Why do you think good workers 

don’t get promoted? 
You might be one of the few good 
workers who give more of what is 
expected, who exerts the most effort 
and go above and beyond what is 
expected of your task. But even 
though you may be among the top 
performers, why is it that you don’t 
get promoted? 

Maybe you lack some critical skill, 
short of qualification, or even lack 
the proper recommendation.  

Maybe they prefer to promote people 
who are just carrying out a job with 
minimum expectations but have 
served longer than you.   

The sad truth is, the world does not 
work on a merit system and there 
are plenty of other reasons why good 
workers don’t get promoted. 

Let us read the point of view of what 
some of our newsletter staff 
members say about this topic. 

*  *  *  *  * 

SOME say: 

Sadly but truthfully, politics play a 
big role in why this is happening. I 
have seen countless times that 
others really disregard merits as they 
are afflicted with nepotism.  

However, this may sit well with 
others but some talented personnel 

may wither and lost interest - a bane 
to any company or organization. 
(Russel F.) 

*  *  *  *  * 

Management oftentimes denies 
promotion because they need you 
right where you are… because you 
are efficient in what you are doing… 
because it is best for their own 
convenience.  

Another reason and probably the 
most obvious is personal preference. 
If you do not “fit the suit” from their 
perspective, you most certainly won’t 
get promoted. (Alden C.) 

*  *  *  *  * 

Good workers don’t get promoted 
because they are busy trying to 
work, excel and improve themselves 
even beyond recognition, rather than 
seeking promotion or other external 
recognition or accolades. They would 
rather keep themselves busy on the 
improvements rather than be 
engaged in politics. Good workers are 
not people pleasers they are just 
plain hard workers to achieve team 
goals. They would rather think of the 
group than themselves. (Meliza O.)  

*  *  *  *  * 

For me, some can't get promoted if 
their management is looking 

something more in you or proofs that 
you're worth to be in that position. 
While some companies prefer that 
you are better in your current 
position rather than being promoted. 
Other companies also promote 
someone that has a connection in the 
management. I feel I have been in 
these situations before never been 
promoted up to now. (Belinda C.)  

*  *  *  *  * 

Final thoughts: 

In today’s setting, it can be tough to 
leave a job in this market. All 
organizations have problems to one 
degree or another. In the end, you 
will either have to get comfortable 
with where you are or look for 
another opportunity to reach your 
goal.  

This is one of those situations where 
you’re going to have to trust your 
instincts and create a strategy to 
make things happen.  

If not, you will eventually stagnate or 
possibly burn-out till you make that 
effort to move on.   

We cannot thrive and grow as an 
individual if we are in the wrong 
place. In the end, we are all 
responsible for our future! 
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PICE QATAR 12th General Assembly, 
Election of 2019 Board of Directors, 

and Oath-taking of New Civil Engineers 
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Math Whiz Contest 2018 

BIM Seminar 

Newsletter Photos are taken by:   

 Alfonso Belito Betita 

 Henrik Gal De Ocampo 

 Newcesar Templonuevo 

 Johnson Sanchez  

 Edgar Domingcil 



 

 

he festive Holiday Season is 
just around the corner as 
manifested by the chilling 
morning air and though we 

are not celebrating as much as we 
celebrate it back home, allow me to 
greet each and every member of 
PICE Qatar a very Happy Holidays 
everyone. 

*************** 

t is still fresh from my mind 
when we were elected into 
office about 12 months 
ago, and here we are, just 

successfully completed the General 
Assembly on November 30, 2018, 
where a new set of officers were 
elected and now ready to take over 
the helm of the organization comes 
the end of the year 2018. Indeed, it 
was another tiring and challenging 
year cupped with the PICE Qatar 
Chapter winning the Most                    
Outstanding Chapter Award 
(International), the Most Outstanding 
Community Project and the Most 
Outstanding Newsletter. 

It was really a good year for us    
under the stewardship of our           
president, Engr. Aileen A. Buenaflor. 
I say kudos to you ma’am and the 
rest of 2018 Board of Directors. It is 
a pleasure for me working with 
you!!! 

*************** 

he just held PICE Qatar’s 
12th General Assembly is a 
successful one and truly 
with cooperation and the 

right leadership, everything will fall 
on its designated place. My             
admiration goes to Engr. Sheila 
Medel, our 1st Vice President and to 
Ma’am Susana Nacario for hitting the 
right buttons for the almost perfect 
planning and execution of the          
program. 

Engr. Jerick Lising who almost       
singlehandedly work on the souvenir 
magazine deserves credit too. And of 
course, all the men and women who 
did work on or behind the scenes. 

*************** 

 was informed that I landed 
4th in the number of votes 
received during the recent 
election held during the 

General Assembly. I am so thankful 
and proud for that overwhelming 
support of the members despite the 
fact that I was not able to finish my 
speech within the given 2-minute 
time frame. 

I really, really thank you guys for 
giving me a new mandate to be one 
of the PICE Qatar leaders once again. 

*************** 

ell, the just-completed 
General Assembly and 
the Election for 2019 
BOD just brought me 

a lot of experience……good and bad. 
The thing is that those experiences 
gave me a new perspective to the 
words “accomplishments”, 
“politics”, “trust” and 
“friendships”.   

*************** 

 The election for 2019 BODs was 
smoothly carried-out.                   
Congratulations to the new leaders 
and flag bearers of PICE Qatar  
Chapter: 

President: Engr. Helario S. Amoguis 

1st Vice President: Engr. Sheila L. 
Medel 

2nd Vice President: Engr. Elvin D. 
Fajutagana 

Secretary: Engr. Alfonso Belito C. 
Betita 

Treasurer: Engr. Rolan E. Nevado 

Auditor: Engr. Emilio M. Manalo 

Business Manager: Engr. Mark         
Anthony P. Abendan 

Public Relations Officer:                         
Engr. Belinda Dela Cruz 

Sgt-At-Arms: Engr. Maria Michelle A. 
Revillosa 

Directors: 

Engr. Loraine C. Radan 

Engr. Newcesar T. Templonuevo 

Engr. Emmanuel German V. Boceta 

Engr. Jerick A. Lising 

Engr. Bernard Y. De Vera 

Engr. Rogel B. Banal 

 *************** 

ast December 1, 2018, 
PICE Qatar and the New 
Civil Engineers hosted a 
dinner in honor of Dr.  

Romeo A. Estañero Sr – Member, 
Professional Regulatory Board for 
Civil Engineers and our Guest during 
the conduct of the 12th General            
Assembly. He had chosen to sit with 
me and some of the new civil          
engineers who were present at the 

event. Knowing a lot of things about 
him through the web, I purposely 
asked him leading questions about 
his past experiences that may inspire 
our young engineers. It was a very 
intelligent and remarkable             
discussions and I can’t help but           
admire this man. His love and              
passion for our profession seems did 
not diminish a bit over the years and 
evident as he lightens up every time, 
he mentions those structures and 
projects that he designed and the 
challenges that he has encountered 
and conquered. His memory is so 
clear that he even remembers every 
small detail of it. Can’t even believe 
that he is calling me directly by  
nickname despite of the fact that our 
last encounter was two years ago.  

I really admire and salute you sir!!!!   

*************** 

omes December 28, 2018, I 
have to bid goodbye to my 
former colleague and Boss, 
a friend and former Vice 

President of PICE Qatar – Engr.          
Leopoldo A. Catabay who retired 
from the life of an OFW (Qatar            
Petroleum) and set to return home to 
our country. A very humble,             
respected and accomplished engineer 
who I met way back in the year 1995 
during the implementation of our 
NAIA Overall Drainage System          
Project in Manila. I was the QC         
Manager and Acting Project Manager 
of the main contractor, First United 
Constructors Corporation and he was 
the Project Manager of SCHEMA  
Consult, the project consultant.        
Together, we had successfully          
undertaken the first ever pipe          
jacking work under an active major 
airport runway using unclemole / 
slurry shield method in the           
Philippines. He is one of the only few 
people that I admire being a man of 
few words, integrity, and leadership. 

Good luck to you sir Pol on your    
future undertakings. See you in the 
Philippines someday.   

*************** 

oliday greetings to each 
and every member of 
PICE Qatar and their  
families. Have a       

 prosperous New Year too! 

SIDELINES 
  By :  Engr .  A l fonso Bel i to C.  Bet i ta ,  PE M.ASCE  

2018 PICE Qatar  Newslet ter  Edi tor - In -Chief  
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P 
ICE Qatar in cooperation with Qur’anic 
Botanic Garden (QBG), a member of 
Qatar Foundation (QF), will be holding 

its 2nd Tree Planting Activity on December 
14, 2018, Friday.  

Spearheaded by the Committee on PICE 
Qatar Affairs (CoPA), invitations through 
different social media platforms have been 
rolled out and all members including their 
families interested to join this                        
momentous and worthwhile event are            
encouraged to register. Deadline for              
registration is on the 5th of  December, 
12nn. Registration is significantly required 
as commemorative shirts, cap and snacks 
will be provided.  

According to Engr. Emmanuel German 
Boceta, CoPA Chairman and BoD-elect 
2019, when asked of the aim of the Tree 
Planting Activity, “The following are the 
Core Values of our organization, PICE in 
general: Professionalism, Integrity,             

Leadership, Excellence and Social                
Responsibility. Basically, the Tree Planting 
Activity of PICE Qatar in partnership with 
Qur’anic Botanic Garden (QBG) within the 
auspices of Qatar Foundation aims to            
address Social Responsibility. 

It serves as an avenue for addressing one of 
the primary objectives of PICE Qatar             
Chapter which is to ‘to present a visible 
symbol identifying the Civil Engineers in 
Qatar by affiliating and reintegrating our 
organizations who have similar, if not the 
same, common goals as professionals in the 
field of engineering.’ 

It also serves as a benefit of being a               
member to have an opportunity to be     
involved in many humanitarian causes and                    
advocacies of the organization.  

And lastly, as human beings, we have the 
duty to care for our environment.   
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NOW PHILIPPINES 
Luisito Carlos 

I 
n the recent months, there were four 
House Bills and five Senate Bills filed 
seeking repeal and amendment of  

Republic Act 10912 or the CPD Law of 2016 
including three House Resolution seeking 
investigation on the status of the implemen-
tation of the CPD Law of 2016. 

As of this writing, all these bills were     
pending with the Committee on Higher and 
Technical Education in the House of        
Representatives and with the Committee on 
Civil Service, Government Reorganization 
and Professional Regulation in the Senate.  

In the House of Representatives, the       
following bills were filed: 

1. HB No. 8589 – An Act Repealing RA 
10912 and Other Related Issuances, 
Guidelines, and Memorandums was 
filed on Nov. 19, 2018 and pending 
with the Committee on Higher and 
Technical Education since Nov. 21, 
2018. 

2. HB No. 7171 – An Act Repealing RA 
10912 was filed on 13 Feb 2018 and 
pending with the Committee on Higher 
Technical Education since Sep. 11, 
2018. 

3. HB No. 6461 – An Act Exempting 
OFWs from the CPD Requirement in the 
Renewal of their License under the PRC, 
Amending for the Purpose Ra 10912 
was filed on Sep. 26, 2018 pending 
with the Committee on Civil Service and 
Professional Regulation. 

4. HB No. 8296 – An Act Enhancing the 
CPD of Filipino Workers and                
Professionals, Amending for the          
Purpose RA 10912 was filed on Sep. 26, 
2018 and pending with the Committee 
on Higher and Technical Education 
since Oct. 01, 2018. 

The following resolutions were also filed in 
the House of Representative seeking              
investigation in the status of                          

implementation of CPD Law of 2016: 

1. HR No. 2076 was filed on Aug. 15, 
2018 and pending with the Committee 
on Rules since Aug. 28, 2018. 

2. HR No. 2052 was filed on Aug. 06, 
2018 and pending with the Committee 
on Rules since Aug. 07, 2018. 

3. HR No. 1610 was filed on Jan. 24, 
2018 and pending with the Committee 
on Higher and Technical Education 
since Sep. 11, 2018. 

Likewise in the Senate, the following bills 
were also filed: 

1. SB No. 2093 – An Act Repealing RA 
10912 was filed on Nov. 14, 2018 by 
Sen. Juan Miguel F. Zubiri and pending 
with the Committee on Civil Service, 
Government Reorganization and      
Professional Regulation since Nov. 19, 
2018. 

2. SB No. 2073 – An Act Repealing RA 
10912 was filed on Oct. 01, 2018 by 
Sen. Ralph G. Recto and pending with 
the Committee on Civil Service,              
Government Reorganization and     
Professional Regulation since Nov. 12, 
2018. 

3. SB No. 2006 – An Act Enhancing the 
CPD of Filipino Workers and                     
Professionals, Amending for the             
Purpose RA 10912 was filed on 17 Sep 
2018 by Sen. Joel Villanueva and     
pending with the Committee on Civil 
Service, Government Reorganization 
and Professional Regulation since Sep. 
18, 2018. 

4. SB No. 1853 – An Act Amending Sec. 
10 of RA 10912 was filed on Jun. 20, 
2018 by Sen. Leila M. De Lima and 
pending with the Committee on Civil 
Service, Government Reorganization 
and Professional Regulation since Jul. 
25, 2018. 

5. SB No. 1817 – An Act Amending RA 
10912 was filed on May 23, 2018 by 
Sen. Aquilino L. Pimentel III and            
pending with the Committee on Civil 
Service, Government Reorganization 
and Professional Regulation since May 
23, 2018. 

It appears that the majority of the bills filed 
in both houses were to repeal the CPD Law 
of 2016.  

However, notwithstanding all of the above-
filed bills and resolutions in both houses, 
and the recent public hearing conducted by 
the Senate on Nov. 28, 2018 to further  
clarify and address the issues on CPD Law 
of 2016, none have reached finality. 

It is expected that more meetings will be 
called to further discuss the issues and to 
agree on concrete solutions. 

Source/s: 

www.senate.gov.ph 

www.congress.gov.ph 

Photo grabbed as per Ms. Ma. Cecilia             
Fontanilla FB Post on 28 Nov 2018. 

Republic Act 10912: CPD Law of 2016 – 

Repeal or Not Repeal  

PICE Qatar teams up with QBG for            

2nd Tree Planting Activity Katrina Magsino 

Continue on Page 16 
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P 
ayback or history repeating itself, that 
was the lingering question that was 
answered in this year’s edition of PICE 

Qatar’s Math Wizard contest.   

Philippine International School - Qatar 
(PISQ) and Philippine School Doha (PSD) 
collided anew to determine who will bring 
home the Math Wizard Cup.  The           
contest format requires a set of contestants 
comprising of one (1) grade 11 and one (1) 
grade 12 students.  All teams will go 
through a rigorous elimination round and 
the top five (5) from each school will            
advance to the final round. 

PISQ fielded 14 teams bannered by last 
year’s champion – Joshua Gabriel Dela Rosa 

goes up against 15 teams from PSD. “I am 
feeling the pressure, but I came                 
prepared.  Last years’ experience was an 
eye-opener for me.  It encouraged me to 
strive harder and I want to be a Civil               
Engineer someday” exclaimed the defending 
champ.  Both schools have prepared their 
teams starting with their own elimination 
process and scheduled regular training           
sessions to better equip their contestants. 
Dr. Noemi Formaran, PSD’s Vice Principal 
for Senior High School expressed their          
readiness and vowed that “they will do their 
best.  PISQ’s coach – Mr. Mike Edison          
Pioquinto likewise expressed his optimism 
as he felt that they have a good chance to 
repeat as champs. 

In the Elimination Round, PISQ’s team 1 
composed of James Fredrich Mina (grade 
11) and Sean Patrick Aquino (Grade 12) 
went on an early lead followed by team 2 of 
PISQ following closely.  Teams from PISQ 
occupied the top 3 positions until the Aver-
age round until PSD’s team 2 catches fire in 
the difficult round to be in the top 3 to close 
the eliminations.  The end of                 
elimination round featured a tie at the 5th 
spot in PISQ’s side which resulted to sudden 
death tiebreaker.  PISQ team 2 calmly         
capitalize on their experience to emerge as 
the last team to enter the penultimate 
round. 

For the Final Round, it’s a head to head   
battle as the fastest to give the correct    
answer will be given points and an incorrect 
answer will result to deductions. The       
defending champ’s team – PISQ team 2 
went on an early lead in the early stages.  
However, as the other teams began to calm 
their nerves and regain their bearing, tables 
were turned as the other teams begin to 
catch up.  After the grueling test, this year’s 
winners are: 

2nd Runner-up: Team 2 of PISQ composed 
of Germaine Armielle Rentoria and Joshua 
Gabriel Dela Rosa 

1st Runner-up: Team 2 of PSD composed of 
Non Jofhil Licmuan and Aliya Shiel Hajan 

PICE Qatar Math Wizards 2018: PISQ’s 
team 1 composed of James Fredrich Mina 
(Grade 11) and Sean Patrick Aquino (Grade 
12) 

Coaches: Mrs. Belinda Abu-Khazna and Mr. 
Roberto Jacob (PSD); Mr. Jojo Calague and 
Mr. Mike Edison Pioquinto (PISQ) 

The contest was held at the Oryx Rotana 
Hotel on 09 November 2018 under the         
auspices of the Philippine Institute of Civil 
Engineer, Qatar Chapter headed by 2018 
President, Engr. Aileen Buenaflor.  

PISQ Bagged the 2018 PICE Qatar 

Math Wizard Title  
Russel Flores 

FINANCIAL GOALS 

P 
ara sa ating mga OFW’s,              
partikular dito sa Qatar, panahon 
na para silipin ang ating ginawang           

Financial Goals kung bakit tayo                      
nangibang bansa. Tingnan natin kung 
nasaan na tayo sa ating mga ginawang 
plano. Mahalagang malaman natin ito 
para masukat natin kung saan tayo 
mahina at malakas at sa gayon maiayos 
natin ito upang makamit natin ang ating 
mga             pangarap. 

Marahil marami tayong                   
pinagdaanang mga pagsubok bagkos 
kailangan natin lumaban sa buhay. Ika 
nga eh, habang may buhay may pag-
asa. 

Malapit nang matapos ang  taon at mag 
papasko na. Nakalinya na ang ating      
kaliwa’t kanang gastusin dahil sa        
nalalapit na selebrasyon.  

Kung wala pa tayong Financial Goals, 
mangyari po na bisitahin ang             
website ni Vince Rapisura for reference. 
(www.vincerapisura.com)   

Ayon kay sir Vince, ang mga             
sumusunod ay ang mga susi para                     
maisakatuparan ang ating                    
Financial Goals; 

1. Happiness  

Ano ang nagpapasaya sayo? 

Ang pinili mong lifestyle ay naka-base 
din sa iyong pangangailangan, gusto at                
pangarap. 

2. Budget 

Kailangang lagyan ng budget ang ating 
mga pangarap. 

Ang hindi mo nasusukat at                   
mahirap i-manage.  

3. Timing 

Kilan mo gusting maabot ang iyong             
financial goals?  

Mas madali at mas madidiskartehan ang 
pagkamit sa mga financial goals ngayon 
na may malinaw ka nang pagintindi sa 
mga ito. 

4. Priority 

Ilista sa isang papel ang iyong NEEDS 
and WANTS. 

Ang needs o mga pangangailangan ay 
mga bagay na ikamamatay mo kapag 
tinanggal sa buhay mo. Ang mga wants 
naman ay mga bagay nakakapagpagaan 
ng buhay. 

5. Family 

Laging isama ang pamilya sa pagpla-
plano ng financial goals. 

Sa gayon, magkakaroon ng                         
responsibilidad ang lahat na mag-ambag 
para makamit ang mga pinapangarap. 

Enjoy budgeting fellow Civil Engineers! 

FINANCIAL LITERACY 
Felipe Catinoy 

PICE Qatar Math Wizards 2018: PISQ’s Team 1 composed of James Fredrich Mina (Grade 11) and Sean 
Patrick Aquino (Grade 12) 
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“Be careful whom you trust and tell 
your problems.  Not everyone that 
smiles at you is your friend” 

History has taught us that there is no 
greater pain than being  betrayed – 
and the hardest hitters are not the    
enemies but our friends.  One can 
wonder that the tallest tree, as sturdy 
as it is against strong winds will       
succumb to a tiny termite.   

The movie 300 show us that the             
invincible Spartans can hold the 
mighty Persian Army at bay.  This is 
until a lowly traitor found the chink in 
their armor.  How tragic was their 
story where an ally caused their 
downfall?   

The mighty Samson,                       
unmatched in his strength and feared 
for his prowess but reduced to a blind 
man and crumbled under the rubble 
because he trusted a wrong person.  
In Achilles case, he was a great           
warrior until his heels betrayed him. 

To win a battle, be it in sports or in 
life, it is important to have an                          
understanding of two things – our 

strengths and their weaknesses.  
Some can just overpower an           
adversary by brute strength but      
others can go as far as doing all it 
could – albeit                              
compromising morals, to win.  Others 
have the strong desire to be winners 
that setting aside our principles is a 
good option. 

However, being a professional Civil    
Engineers, we are expected to 
“uphold and advance the integrity, 
honor, and dignity of the civil           
engineering profession”.  All of us has 
the desire to win but let us now allow 
that this desire to be a chink in our 
armor! 

POTPOURRI 
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Danny Chan 

Care for Some 
“Alone” Time? 

 
One of the greatest necessities in the 
world is to discover creative solitude. 

Many studies tells us that people           
today feel increasingly disaffected and 
disconnected, longing for a deeper 
connection to insight and inspiration. 
We are never out of touch. We have 
hundreds of friends and fellow seekers 
available at the touch of a screen or 
the type of a tweet. But there is a big 
difference between being connected to 
others and feeling connected to what 
drives us and brings us joy and                  
satisfaction. 

In today’s world, solitude is in short 
supply. We are rarely physically alone, 
and when we are, we immediately 
reach for connection via social media 
channels and smartphone apps.                
According to Sherry Turkle, researcher 

and founder of the MIT Initiative on 
Technology and Self, it is important 
for people to intentionally set aside 
time each day and abstain from “social 
snacking” activities like texting,        
tweeting, and Instagram–often the 
social junk food of choice for many of 
us. 

Seekers, writers and artists have 
known for centuries that they must 
spend time alone in order to create. 
Solitude gives us blank space and the 
freedom to come up with new           
approaches and points of view. It             
provides us the time and space to           
reconnect with ourselves and our            
ideas. 

In their book, "Wired to Create:            
Unraveling the Mysteries of the               
Creative Mind," authors Scott Barry 
Kaufman and Carolyn Gregoire identify 
seeking solitude as one of the critical 
things that creative people do                 
differently, and describe it as "giving 
the mind the space it needs to reflect, 
make new connections and find   
meaning." 

So how can we make solitude a part of 
our lives on a daily basis?  

A few things to consider is to find a 
quiet space to maximize that alone 
time and use it to our advantage. We 
must get outside. Alone time can be a 
solo walk or bike ride, sitting on a 
park bench, a patch of grass or              
activities different from our usual            
routine. We must give time to be         
unreachable. According to Todd Henry, 
author of Herding Tigers: Be the     
Leader that Creative People Need,  
creativity is a resource that must be 
protected, and that time disconnected 
affords the opportunity to ruminate on 
new ideas and approaches. By being 
out of reach, we protect that sacred 
space to develop and polish our 
unique contributions. And lastly, we 
must make reflection our routine. Best 

insights comes when we give            
ourselves time to sit quietly and           
consider, rather than leaping to action 
or discourse.  

Here is a good story on creative          
solitude.  

According to a Greek legend, in              
ancient Athens a man noticed the 
great storyteller Aesop playing childish 
games with some little boys. He 
laughed and jeered at Aesop, asking 
him why he wasted his time in such 
frivolous activities. Aesop responded 
by picking up a bow, loosening its 
string and placing it on the ground. 
Then he said to the critical Athenian, 
‘Now answer me the riddle, if you can. 
Tell me what the unstrung bow           
implies.’ 

The man looked at it for several             
moments but had no idea what point 
Aesop was trying to make. After a 
while Aesop explained, ‘If you keep a 
bow always bent, it will break                 
eventually; but if you let it go slack, it 
will be more fit for use when you want 
it.’ 

Like the bow, people too need to           
relax. We all need to step back and 
take time to rest. A certain amount of 
creative solitude can equip us for 
greater action. 

Russel Flores 
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Engr. Eric Reprima, PICE 
Qatar’s Ad hoc Committee on                      
Community Service Projects Chairman is not 
only a multi-degree holder but a multi-
disciplined professional engineer too, having 
degrees and passing the board                                           
examinations in both civil and sanitary                 
engineering. He is an MME registered grade 
A Engineer in the State of Qatar and a two-
term PICE Qatar Board of Directors for the 
years 2010 and 2011.   

Eric as we fondly call him graduated with 
Degrees in Civil engineering and Sanitary 

Engineering from Mapua Institute 
of Technology (MIT) way back in 
May and November 2001                    
respectively. From there on, he 
pursue his  engineering career 
path gaining vast professional 
experience in Construction              
Industry under the various               
International Standards. He has 
operated with diversified projects 
in Civil Engineering  ranging from 
medium to                                  
large-scale industries, which gave 
him an in-depth understanding of 
handling various domain areas in 
Civil Engineering. He has handled 
various critical and challenging 
projects from design stage to   
implementation stage and      
ensured that the projects get    
implemented as per specification 
in stipulated time with quality. He 
is equipped and accustomed to 
the latest engineering tools and 
cost evaluation techniques which 

he applied in his professional career to    
produce cost-effective solutions for the   
organization he worked with. He has       
efficient communication skills that enable 
him to present and communicate his ideas 
with his colleagues whether at work or in 
the PICE Qatar organization. 

Eric jumpstarted his engineering career 
right after his studies when he was engaged 
in company training at KATAHIRA            
ENGINEERS INTERNATIONAL, Makati City, 
Philippines from December 2001 to May 
2002. He then ventured with VELOR            
CONSTRUCTION, Alabang, Muntinlupa City, 

Philippines as project engineer for the                
construction of a four (4) storey residential/
commercial building from May 2002 to July 
2003. From August 2002 to November 
2006, he was with CMC DI RAVENNA (ASIA) 
INC., Philippines serving with different              
projects at a time in the Philippines and in 
Papua New Guinea and in different                     
capacities as Project Superintendent /             
Safety Manager, Sanitary Engineer / Cost 
Engineer, Sanitary Engineer / Project QC 
Engineer, Quantity Surveyor / Cost Engineer 
and Technical Office Engineer / Cost              
Engineer. 

In December 2006, he came to Doha, Qatar 
and got engaged with CICO CONSULTING 
ARCHITECTS & ENGINEERS as Planner/ 
Senior Civil Engineer until this day. His    
notable accomplishments in Doha are      
Silhouette Tower Project, Commercial Bank 
Tower (Umm Bab Tower), Al-Attiya Motors 
Office Bldg. & Residential Complex,                  
Lebanese Embassy, Al Sharq Twin Towers, 
Mr. Abdulaziz Villa, Mosque and Majlis for Al
-Attiya, Sheikha Lubna Commercial                 
Development Project, Ibm Ajayan Fuel           
Facility, Renault Workshop & Office, KIA 
Workshop & Showroom, Lusail Race Track 
Development, Lusail Carpark Dewatering, 
Jaidah Showroom and Offices, Barzan Camp 
Development, Commercial Development for 
Nozul Real Estate, Apartment for Jaidah, 
Doha Airbase Development Project, Brooq 
Marine Training Facility and Development 
Project at Sailiya Air Base. 

Engr. Eric Reprima was born on July 17, 
1978 and is happily married.  

PICE Qatar teams up with QBG...  

In this sense, in order to abate the after 
effects of environmental degradation to 
Mother Nature, we have to be a part of  
inculcating actions addressing sustainability 
to future generations.  

We are here in this foreign land, benefitting 
sustenance for our families back home, and 
in turn we must give back through this     
noble cause of planting trees and partnering 
with this country’s mission vision.” 

Planting area will be within the premises of 
Education City Qatar Foundation.                 
Participants are expected to be at the               
venue, near Education City Stadium           
Entrance thru Gate 1, by 6:00 AM. Location 
details and map are included in the invites 
sent out. 

The upcoming event is a sequel to the             
successful joint effort of PICE Qatar and 
QBG, attended by more than 100                       
participants with 35 trees planted, during 
the 1st Tree Planting Activity held in                
December 2016.  

Continued from Page 13 
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